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South side of the Maumee River directly 
next to the “Sewage Filter Beds” 
downstream of Hosy Dam.

This area is an example of an erosion 
control program.  Notice the black 
plastic in the background and a 
different type of erosion control mat, 
placed by The City of Fort Wayne.



Erosion control mat area before installation 
This is how high the water gets on average when it’ s flooding

High water area , looking south at the Maumee River



Earth Day – April 22, 2007  - Save Maumee Grassroots Organization 
Installation Project
We installed 5,400 sq/ft of Geo-Jute and seeded the m with annual rye & 
barley for roots to start immediately and Indian Gr ass, Virginia Wild Rice 
etc, that will mature in 5 years, with roots that w ill extend up to 15 feet into 
the ground, living through drought or flood!

This is where the Maumee River USUALLY crests



Earth Day Worker, gently preparing ground by removi ng  dead brush and 
working  around other growing foliage, while turnin g up topsoil for seed and 
erosion control mat installation.

Thank You Chris! You truly worked HARD !



Day 3 – Mats in place

These mats will hold seed/roots in place when it be comes submerged during a rain
event, this is a flood area.

Coconut mesh will dissolve in 4 years and staples t o secure the mats will 
disintegrate in 8 years, producing a riparian area where plants can naturally 
filtrate water & sediment and control erosion



Strips of the Geo-Jute, just beneath where the wate r usually crests.   One can tell 
where the degraded area ends and the healthy green plants begin above the flood 
line. 

Day 3 – Mats installed



Day 16 – after being underwater for 7 days  - It look s washed out, but the next 
slide shows much growth! 

Area was completely submerged. One can see all the eroding sediment.  
The soil under the mats held the seed and the soil!   



Day 16 – Up-close on the same day as the previous pi cture –
7 days under water and 3 days after it receded. The  seed began to quickly sprout!



Day 29 -
Someone can definitely see where the erosion contro l mats end and the barren, 
eroded soil begins

Project was effected by being under water 16 days a go, but still flourishing!



By day 29 Native DNR approved mix of wetland grass had reached approximately 
5 inches tall and was beginning to thicken!



This was an especially  dry degraded area and even i t is showing improvement 
by day 29!



See where the mats end                                 and the control area begins

Day 50 Plush and healthy area .



Day 50

Definite difference where the erosion control mats end and only small amounts of 
growth begins.



Area was underwater again for 
approximately 35 days – 3 weeks ago

Fall is here… but if you saw this area 
you would be able to tell where the new 
plants were being held in place!

Day 190 – Erosion control mats are successful!  Test  area will be considered 
completely successful when we revisit in Spring blo ssoms 

Checked again on 3/30/08 mats are intact but were u nder water for approx 2 
months total over the winter flooding   
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www.palospark.org/TreeBody/bugshow2/pages/Gyp...
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www.wvu.edu/~agexten/orchardmon/om071006.htm

www.ipm.iastate.edu/ipm/iiin/node/127
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Benefits of Indiana Wetlands, Division of Fish 
and Wildlife Indiana Dept. of Nat. Resources

PowerPoint presentation
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